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Oct 20, 2022 

 
Dear Congress Member  

We are writing to you on a matter of great public urgency; and are 
requesting both an immediate personal response from you, as well as 
a meeting with a delegation from our organization as soon as 
possible. 

We ask you to use your elected position as our representative to 
demand that our government immediately begin using its 
considerable leverage to seek a negotiated peace in Ukraine. This is 
no longer a minority opinion. A Sept. 27, 2022 article in Business 
Insider reports on the most recent national poll conducted by the 
Quincy Institute For Responsible Statecraft, which found that “57% 
of likely voters…support the US pursuing diplomatic negotiations as 
soon as possible to end the war in Ukraine, even if it requires 
Ukraine making compromises with Russia.” 61% said that the war has 
already had a negative impact on them financially.  

While we support the right to self-determination for Ukraine, we 
cannot afford to finance it any longer. We want Congress to use its 
Constitutional authority to end the appropriation of funds for 
weapons and economic aid for the war in Ukraine, and focus instead 
on the social and economic needs of the American people. 

Neither can we afford to ignore the very real threat of a nuclear 
catastrophe whether initiated by design or, as we have come 
frighteningly close to in the past, by accident. Some of us recall the 
U.S. response to the 1962 Soviet installation of bases for ballistic 
missiles in Cuba, 100 miles from our borders. It is true that since 
1990 the U.S. has built multiple bases around the western borders of 
Russia while NATO continued to expand eastward. This does not 
justify President Putin’s military assault on Ukraine; but nobody’s 
arguments will matter if he deploys tactical nuclear weapons and 
the U.S. responds directly with our nuclear arsenal, or if either 
nation launches a preemptive “first strike”.  

Board of Directors: 
Chair: 
Charlotte Phillips M.D. 
 
Vice-Chairs:  
Bruce Altschuler 
Carolyn Eisenberg 
Veronica Nunn 
 
Secretary:  
Melissa Corbett 
 
Treasurer: 
Sam Koprak 
 
Members at large 
Milton Allimadi 
Charlene Barker 
Betta Broad 
Thomas Cox 
Michaela Czerkies 
Ann Fawcett Ambia 
Mohammed Nurhussein, 
M.D. 
Eleanor Preiss 
Michelle Smith 
spiritchild 
 
Advisory Board: 
Ted Auerbach 
Mukti Banerjee 
Leah Gunn Barrett 
Rowena Blackman-Stroud 
J. Tara Currie 
Ken Diamondstone 
Sasha Dobos-Czarnocha 
Henry Florsheim 
Jaki Florsheim 
Ed Goldman 
Mel Grizer 
Carolyn Hughes 
Carol Husten (in memoriam) 
Lucy Koteen 
Vicki McFadyen 
Ellen Meyers 
Robert Nelson 
Mary Nolan 
Nancy Romer 
Major Owens,  
    (Ret.) Congressmember  
    (in memoriam) 
Eric Shtob 
David Tykulsker 
Matthew Weinstein 
Cheryl Wertz 
Barbara Winslow 
 

Executive Director 

Michaela Czerkies 
 
 
 



As scientists like Carl Sagan have warned since 1983, in the event of a thermonuclear war 
massive fire storms would immediately kill millions, radiation fallout would slowly and 
painfully kill millions more, and then most of earth would die within a year as the smoke 
from the fires would rise into the stratosphere and block the sun creating a “nuclear 
winter”. 

What was the point of the 2021 U.N. Security Council statement that “nuclear war 
cannot be won and must never be fought”, when its five permanent members have since 
been busy expanding or modernizing their nuclear arsenals? We need to respect the 
mandate of the United Nations to further the cause of international peace and to learn 
from JFK, who said on June 10, 1963 after the Cuban Missile Crisis, “Above all, while 
defending our own vital interests, nuclear powers must avert those confrontations which 
bring an adversary to a choice of either a humiliating retreat or a nuclear war. To adopt 
that kind of course in the nuclear age would be evidence only of the bankruptcy of our 
policy—or of a collective death wish for the world.”  

We cannot ignore the consequences for us, for our families, for our economy, indeed for 
our future existence and that of the global community of continuing and escalating this 
dangerous conflict. We are asking that you hear us, rise above the national folly of 
political posturing to keep us safe, and protect our environment. That you take a moral 
stand for peace, and vote NO to spending billions of our dollars on a war that nobody will 
win and which is causing enormous death and destruction in Ukraine. Pressuring 
President Biden to proactively pursue a negotiated settlement to end the war is the only 
way to avoid the “Armageddon” he has already acknowledged would otherwise be the 
outcome. 

Hoping for a response from you soon, including your agreement to allow a delegation of  
your constituents from our organization to discuss this matter as soon as possible.  
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